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EEPORT O VISIT TO QASTLRDARE JUNTOR ORPEANAGE.
a 5.7.9e8.

- éarty of Inspection: e, E.T.’Hmﬂinn. s§ore§éry. chiia"Wéi:'ra 

o | . - . Departmen..

‘Mr. W.L. Roberts, Inspeotor, Child Welfar(
) - - * Departuments.
Miss G. Pad.don, Inﬂpector (A.TDN,.A_O )',
- . Child Welfare Dept.

Dormitorjes:
: — " {a) Cubleles.
(b) Verandah aopommodation.
(o) Rooms other than cubieles.
(a} Qubioles -~ :
: gonerally dingy end in no way bright or

attractive; floors stained under the beds by liquiq, which
undoubtedly was urine, whioh had dropped there through contlnual.

© gaturated mattresses.  In several inatances there was still a

quantity of urine on the floor, which had not soaked awey and no
effort had been made to mop 4t up. Under ome bed there appeare:
to be an area where the urine had drieéd out on the boards, leavl;

@ salty erust., Many of the wire mattresses of these beds ‘ghowe:

a Tusty tarnish on the area of contact with urine sodden beéd
mattress. The mattresses were themselvea lin a deplorable gtate
For instence, one appeared t¢ have been thrown oub to. dry after
continual bed-wetting and the dirt-had become impregnated on the
urline affected erea. The nattrees covering, in practicelly all
cases, was grimy and dirty. ' The matiresses themsslvea weTe tom
and in the first right-hand oublole off the oourtyard of the fir:
block the mattress was -nearly torn in half, exposing a masa of’

brown fibre £illing. - In this oase the Manager, Brother MoGes,

gsdmitted that & boy was using this bed -~ the boy's pyjamas, -

blankets and sheets were stacked on the door end of the bed ~ the
sheets appeared to bs fresh ones; were reasonably clean. Howew
1t would mot be possible for any person to sleep wilh any degres
of opmfort on such a mattress.

(b} Verdnaah acoommodation -

, These befs were iln many ocases cove;
by nice. type of striped, cctiage weave bed=-spread and the genera.
appearance wag tidy. All beds were not Ainspected, but some
sagged very dadly and most mattresses had seen better days. I
would gay that organised dally bed-making, turning mattresses, e!
may have improved thelr condition for sleepiumg upon, Fewer -beds

- gpaced further apart and not placed end to end, would be more

advisable, but of course, in winfer months particularly, thére -
13 sn abundance of fresh alr. .’ .

The blankets ingpected were miserably thin, being
1 believe, ex Army and American Forcees stook: two and three
blankets to a bed, and totally inedequate both in quantity and
guality to. provide necesaary warmth for children of tender years
pleaping on these verandahs gubject to the ohill conditions of
winter and prevailing ©0ld breezes experienced at this time of

the year.
No doubt when the new launary is functioning the

problem of washing olothing will be golved, but practically all
pyjamas seen under the childrent's pillows were grubby and dirty,
gamp with urline, _
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(o) Rooms other then oubioles: 3 _ _ R
B e aas SR There were a number. of teds:in i

one room at the northern end of dormitory blook and, whille ‘these .
beds were mnot closely inspected, they looked reasonsbly - -l ini
satisfactory, were well apaced and I should say this appeared . ..
to g the most oreditable section of the dormitory accommodation..

_iocker Aocommodatidn;

. This was provided by utilization of a good sized
room with wardrobe type wooden lockers in new condition, an agset
o the Institution, dut unfortunately there was no evidenge of
theipr utilization, nor were any stooks of clothing . seen to be
stored, there. o -

Lavaﬁdrieé’and Bathroon:

T Ciéterne:teatea runotion satiafactorlly - one
javatory hed beenm used during the day and excreta was still in

~ the pg;ggp&l pan, not baving been flushed.

A . Bathrooms and raoilitiea aatlstaqtofy, but
apparently the hot-water system wes not in o eration on the day
of the visit as only very cnld water flowed from the faucets
tested. . - - S '

Schoolrdoms:

C RN . Two rooms appeared to'be Sver-orowdgd; doors and
windows cloged; insuffiolient ventilation for such groups of

ohildren confined for study. -One og)ss was being held also in

the recreation hall.

Recreation Hall:

A very useful building, but this place while bein

used for schooling limits 1ts possibilities for the purposs it 4

intended to be used for. In winter months it should be the
main reoreational centre for the children; also, of an evening
before .retiring, it is the onl lace which could provide warmth
for the ohlldren. here is a largse eplade at one end of -
the BuIiﬁIng;'Euﬁ this has been built over by the stage and
oonsequently cannot be usad. Arpangements should be made %0
geoctionise the staging go that 1t ocan be stored and removed when
not in use and be eaaily erected when degsired. The fireplace
oould then be uged rfor its intended purpoas and it is essential
that this should be done. -

It must be remembered that this Home was built
for ap entirely different purpose {rom that for which 1t is now
being utilised, but 1ts general deterioration must be of concern
to the Roman gatholiec Authorities. gcastledare is catering
for cohildren who are still 1ittle more than bablesa, who need
love, arfactidﬂ;“ﬁérevand.attentign;'which'ﬁ child of such age
would get from a mother. Then again, existing conditions can
easily becpome detrimental to health. There appears %o be no
orgenised mediea) parads mor &y woman qualiried to attend to
the welfare of these young shildren. Epidemios have been
experienced before in institutions and, in particular, castledar
gsome years age had an outbreak of "Vincent's Augina” [a type of
trench mouth), whioh caused no end of expense 10O the authorities
and suffering to the chilaren, and 1t i1¢ possible thatl infantile
paralysis would 8weep through this Home with disastrous effect
and, in view of the present conditlons mentioned in this report,
would be giffioult to control.

The children appeared to be quite healthy and it is
hoped will remaln so, but the fregh complexlon may be the.resull
of a new climate and fresh air in a new country. Lying in wet
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‘beds and dirty clothing will eventually take its toll.

. \ - T would like to gay that the Manager, Brother
MoGee, appeared to be digturdbed when first faced with the
aotual condition of the beds, etc., in the dormitories and may
not have been aware -conditions were so bad as undoubtedly he
has many duties to perform and must of necessity leave many

"tapks to others. It.appears that the stiff is insufficient

and there is an immediate necegsity for the"touch of & woman's:
hand® - trained womem if possible - and strictly supervised

" organisation of olothing, washing, sleeping and genoral amenities

for these children, whe ars, many of them, anyway, not long out
of the klndergarten staze. Laoklng proper facilitiea,. care
attontion and opportunity, what will be the reaction later on

thelr cltizenship value. . :

W.L. Robezts

e dadf s pasnsorie Pae

(Miss) G, Paddon



